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What an amazing night, last Wednesday 19th August!  “Such is the Life of Gordon
Mallard” was such a gift to us all.  Danielle Dark asked me pass on her thanks and
appreciation to the entire James Cook PS community for bringing one her family’s
favourite stories to life.  ‘One of the best ever’ I’ve been told so many times by many
members of our community since then.

The excitement is very real about our new buildings. The staff were treated to a tour of
the building works just this morning (Thursday 27th) and are looking forward to
moving into the fresh, new spaces. The revised finish date is now December 4th,
2026. Furniture orders for the new classrooms have been finalised in time for delivery
at the end of this year.



“Reading is dreaming with open eyes.” ~ Unknown

~ Anne

Principal

Anne Burgess
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I’d like to ask you all again to remember to complete the Parent Opinion Survey for
2026. This survey provides me with valuable insights into our school. The link to the
survey is in your newsfeed on Compass and should only take about 5 minutes to
complete. I would very much appreciate your support with this😊

This week’s buzz has been all about Book Week 2026 – “A Symphony of Stories’. One of the highlights was most
definitely the Dressup Parade on Wednesday. So many creative students (and parents no doubt) came dressed in their best,
including the staff team as the characters from ‘101 Dalmatians’. I have included some photos of some of our best-dressed.



SEPTEMBER

Fri 4th Father’s Day Breakfast

Tues 8th

Tue 15th School Council Meeting

R U OK Day

Wed 16th Division Athletics

Fri 18th Footy Colours Day

Last Day of term 2:30

Wed 2nd Indigenous Literacy Day

International Literacy Day

Thurs 10th

OCTOBER

Mon 12th Year 6 Graduation Photos

Tues 8th

Whole School Incursion Boori
Monty Pryor: Indigenous
Author & Storyteller

Mon 5th First Day of School

School Council Meeting

Mon 19th

Upcoming Events

World Teachers’ DayFri 30th

Special Pie Lunch



00T
Elia

Czarinah

For his amazing writing using
capital letters and full stops. Well

done!

For her excellent engagement and
respectful behaviour during our

school musical rehearsal.

12W
Vesa

Asra

For always approaching every task
with enthusiasm, trying her best,
and showing wonderful passion
and dedication in her role in the

school musical.

For her growing confidence,
always giving new challenges a go,
and asking for help when needed

to support her learn

Amir

Anabia

34H
For contributing with fantastic

responses and enthusiasm during
discussions on camp. Well done!

For participating enthusiastically in
all camp activities, pushing

themselves to try new challenges,
supporting their peers, and
following instructions with

maturity.

34S

Eric

Bardh
For contributing with fantastic

responses and enthusiasm during
discussions on camp. Well done!

For trying new things and stepping
out of his comfort zone during

camp. Keep it up!

Students of the Week
Weeks 6 & 7: 2026

12E

Lucas

Prajesh
For consistently using his manners
and making safe choices in class

and in the yard.

For making a terrific effort with
his phonics tasks and being a
supportive friend to others.



56R
Jaden

Mahla

For continuing to push himself
academically, especially in

Maths.

For stepping outside her
comfort zone and participating
in her first James Cook Musical

Well done!

Kaydence

For consistently taking
responsibility for the condition

of our classroom, always
supporting her peers and trying

her best at all times.

ART
Fatima 12E

Luka 34S

Students of the Week
Weeks 6 & 7: 2026

56L
Troy

Zahra

For consistently putting in his
best effort with his creative

writing tasks.

For experimenting with new
and more expressive

vocabulary in her writing this
week

Mehdi

For actively contributing to
class discussions, keep it up !

For always focusing during
Art sessions and showing

creativity and originality in
her work. Well done Fathima!

For always setting a positive
example and putting in his
very best effort during Art

seesions.



WHAT WE ARE WORKING ON

Literacy 
Read and spell words using the letter combinations ck,
th, wh and qu.
Recognise ck, th, wh and qu in words and say their
sounds.
Blend and segment words such as lock, thin, whack,
quit, and whip.
Read and spell high-frequency words such as he, she,
like, and some.
Read simple texts fluently and talk about what they
mean.
Write sentences using capital letters, finger spaces, and
full stops.
Listen for sounds in words and record them in our
writing.

Numeracy
We have been learning to:
Identify one less for numbers to 20.
Count forwards and backwards and recognise numbers
to 20.
Compare numbers and identify which number is smaller
or larger.
Put numbers to 20 in order from smallest to largest.
Use a number track to identify numbers that are one
more or one less.
Find missing numbers on a number track.
Sort collections into two groups and explain how the
groups are different.
Count each group carefully and identify which group
has more or less.

FUTURE LEARNING

Literacy
We will be learning to:

Read and spell words using the letter
combinations ck, th, wh and qu.
Recognise ck, th, wh and qu in words and say
their sounds.
Blend and segment words such as neck, quick,
whack, thin, and wham.
Read and spell high-frequency words such as
he, she, like, and some.
Read simple texts fluently and talk about what
they mean.
Write sentences using capital letters, finger
spaces, and full stops.
Listen for sounds in words and record them in
our writing

Numeracy
We will be learning to:
• Recognise, read, and compare numbers to 20 and
explore number relationships.
• Use a number line to identify numbers, find
missing numbers, and count forwards and
backwards to 20.
• Start with the larger number and count on to
solve addition problems more efficiently.
• Solve simple addition stories using materials,
drawings, number lines, and mental strategies.
• Collect, sort, and organise information into
simple data displays.
• Read data displays and answer questions by
comparing and discussing the information 

Module 2
Foundation



Module 2



WHAT WE ARE
WORKING ON

FUTURE LEARNING

Reading: Beginning our new class text,
The Twits.
Mathematics: Exploring angles, followed
by mass and capacity.
English: Continuing to develop reading
comprehension, vocabulary and writing
skills through our new class text.

UPCOMING
EVENTS/NEWS

Module 3
Years 3 & 4

Mathematics: Time and duration, followed by
decimals and how they are used in everyday
situations.
English – Reading: Reading and exploring Finding
Our Heart, with a focus on comprehension,
vocabulary and class discussion.
English – Writing: Writing book reports, including
summarising key information and sharing
opinions about texts.
Science: Exploring living things, their features,
what they need to survive and how they depend
on their environment. Students explored our
school gardens to find the different kinds of living
things in the garden.
Finishing our musical performances to put on a
great show at the Drum Theatre.

Father’s Day
Footy Colours Day – last day of Term 3
End of Term 3 – Friday 18 September



WHAT WE ARE
WORKING ON

What an incredible whole-school
musical experience! Our students and
staff worked together to create a truly
memorable performance.
From rehearsals and costumes to
singing, dancing and acting, our
students showed enthusiasm,
teamwork, perseverance and
confidence.
It was wonderful to see students
supporting one another, stepping
outside their comfort zones and giving
their very best on stage.
A huge congratulations to everyone
involved — it was a wonderful success
and an amazing experience for our
whole school community!

We have been celebrating Book Week
with lots of reading, sharing and talking
about books!
Students have explored a wide variety
of stories and authors, discovering new
characters, ideas and adventures along
the way.
Our Book Week Dress-Up Day was a
wonderful celebration, with students
and staff bringing favourite book
characters to life through their fantastic
costumes.
It has been fantastic to see our school
community celebrating the joy of
reading and the wonderful world of
books!

UPCOMING EVENTS/NEWS

Father’s Day Breakfast
Division Athletics

Module 3
Years 5 & 6



Students have been learning about the meaning and symbolism behind Indigenous Art.
Activities have included the creation of rain sticks, clapping sticks, handprints and group

poster work using traditional symbols and dot painting. 

Self portraits in the form of wacky hair designs, superheroes and abstract work have been a fun
way to present themselves. Students have been learning to translate human features into geometric

shapes, as well as using line, proportion and self-expression to create their self portraits.

The 5/6’s have been invited to participate in the Penguin Rockeries, Australian Antarctic
Festival 2026 in Hobart, Tasmania. Classroom globally and across Australia paint plain

wooden penguins cut-outs to form colourful colon which are displayed along the foreshore
from August 20-23

Art
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