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I wanted to share this information on one of the most P h o n ‘ s
important elements of teaching reading that you can help

your child with at home:

What is phonics?

Phonics includes linking sounds (called ‘phonemes’) to their corresponding letters (called
‘eraphemes’). Students read words by recognising the relationships between written symbols and
their corresponding sounds.

Why is phonics instruction important?

Research and evidence show that phonics instruction is a highly effective way to teach children to
read. It helps them develop decoding skills (translating printed words into speech), which assist in
reading unfamiliar words. Phonics gives many children the tools to figure out new words and
understand spelling patterns, building their reading fluency and comprehension.

How is phonics taught at school?
The key elements of phonics are:

,.f _ L. Phonemes: the smallest units of sound in speech (e.g.,
) the sound /k/ in ‘cat).

1
L" 2. Graphemes: the letters, or groups of letters, that
represent these sounds (e.g., the letter ‘c’ in ‘cat’).

3. Blending: combining individual sounds together to
read a word (e.g., /c/ /a/ /t/ = ‘cat)).

4. Segmenting: breaking down words into their
individual sounds to spell them (e.g., chat = /ch/a/t).

Phonics is taught through a structured, sequential approach where children learn the simplest
sounds (such as /s/, /a/, and /t/ and gradually move to more complex sound-letter patterns
(such as /ee/, as in the sound in the word ‘bee’ and /o0a/ as in the sound in the word ‘cloak’. This
is known as teaching using a systematic, synthetic phonics approach. In simple terms, children
learn different sounds, then practice blending sounds together to read words.



How can families support phonics
learning at home? Learning to read
takes time, encouragement and
support, and each young person
progresses at their own pace. It’s
important to celebrate small
achievements in progress, and
encourage children to keep trying,
even when it’s challenging for them.
When children enjoy learning, they
are more likely to stay motivated,
which helps them develop a strong
foundation in reading. Making
phonics practice fun is key to
keeping children engaged and
motivated. Here are some suggested
engaging activities to support
phonics development.

*Pick up one of these game charts
from the office to put on the fridge
at home

Read together

Choose books that
interest your child and
spend time reading

Phonics bingo

letters, sounds, or words.
As you call out the sound

Use flashoands with letters
(and imoges that stort with
the comesponding sounds

on them. Have children

Ispy

Play 1 spy” focusing on
sounds and letters.
For example, 'l spy with

Encourage children to
troce letters in sond or
sait trays while saying

Encourage children Lo
form letters with playdough
and then Say the
eomesponding scund as

aloud together {phonemsa) or word, turn them over and try my litthe eye something
children mark it off the to find matching pairs that begins with
corresponding card of letbers and imoges the sound /B/’
¢g Ccond cot
Sand or salt trays Playdough letters m Phonics songs

Drorw 0 hopscoteh grid
oastdache, with Soch SQuare
contoining o letter. Childnen

heg on the squares ond say

Find fun phonics sona
online that help children
remember sounds

Rhyming helps children
recognise sound
patterns. Encouroge
them to point out
riyming words and
identify the sounds and
letters that the rhyming
words share

Ask children tofind
objects around the
house or classroom that
start with a certain
sound or letter
For example,

‘Can you find somathing
that storts with /s

the sound Tt'\-_—w ke u{:r_h:_-!t:-r tha correspanding sound of through repetition
i con e extended by A N and music
using the letters to form that ketter aloud, reinforcing
words and sound them out learning with movement.
Nursery rhymes Sound hunt W
'ord hunt Letter collage
and poems

Hide cards with letters
or words around the
room, ond have children
search for and read
them out aloud os they
find them

Hawe childnen cut out
pictures from mogazines
of iterns thot stort with
o specific sound. They
con create o colloge
for eoch letter sound

Phonics jump

Write: krtters on pices
of paper, ploce them
on the floor, and have
children jump to the
correct sound as you
call it out

Sound labels

to sound it out each
time they pass by.

G waok
Make one sound
{phoneme) the ‘sound of
the day’ or ‘sound of the

week’ and encourage
children to listen for

it in conversation,
TV sheows, or books
over that time period

Haove fun inventing
activities together
using sounds
ond words.
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'Phonics

instruction is:

—encbicatoall,
arrakul {0 NIONE,

and, Creev

for some."

We are also saying goodbye to Mr Wang, our Mandarin Teacher. Shawn is
returning to China to be with his family for an indefinite period. He also
leaves us at the end of this term. Shawn has been at James Cook Primary
School for 6 Years. He has been instrumental in teaching our student the
language of mandarin along with organising immersive and engaging Chinese
celebration activities. You will be missed Shawn and hope that you will find
your way back to us in 2027.

ANNE BURGESS
Principal




As I prepare to leave James Cook at the end of this week, I just
want to say a heartfelt thank you to this amazing community.
Over the past 16 years, I've been incredibly lucky to work with
such dedicated staff, wonderful students, and supportive
families. You've all played a part in shaping who I am—both
professionally and personally—and I'm so grateful for the
relationships, memories, and lessons I'll be taking with me.
This place has been more than just a workplace; it’s felt like
home. While I'm excited (and a little nervous!) about the new
challenges ahead, leaving James Cook is not easy.

Thank you all for being such a big part of my life—it’s been an
unforgettable journey.

&
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ATTENDANCE
Week 6

4 Congratulations to:

= Prep

K who had the highest attendance for the week at
= 93.53%.

Week 7
Congratulations to:

2D

who had the highest attendance for the week at
98.82%.




OCTOBER

Mon 6th First Day Term 4

Tues 14th School Council

Tues 28th Prep - Year 4
Puffing Billy Excursion

Fri 31st World Teacher’s Day

SEPTEMBER

Tues 16th Musical Rehearsals

Wed 17th Division Athletics
School Musical

Fri 19th Footy Colours Day
Last Day of Term 3- 2:30pm Finish




Sludodly of The Week

FA

For doing 2 aremt b comi

or doing a great job coming u

with rgymgingwgﬂrds duriﬁqg P
e

Literacy. done!

Ford Dashb

or doing a great job using your
letter so%n knou{led etdq sy ell
words during writing. Well done!

20

o

or ner terrific effort in usin

segmenting and l"J(Iending <kifl

with graphemes and phoriemes to
spell tricky words.

Matej
For generating creative ideas that
make your narrative engaging
andtrying to include more
descriptive words in your writing.

SA

ania
For her outstanding cold write text
showcasing a deep understanding
of all the key elements of a

narrative text.

Liam
For taking responsibility towards
his learning and completing tasks
on time. Well done Liam!

Week 5: 18th - 22nd August 2025

1B

Elin
For consistently demonstrating our
expected behaviours and doing her
best work in every task she
attempts. Well done Elin!

usuf,
For showing excellent effort in

renath ree digit numbers.
ell done Yusuf!

3A

Crizia
For her terrific effort in improving
er decoding strategies an
reading texts with greater
accuracy.

Atarangi
For her consistenit focus and
attention during our musical
practice Keep it up!

Dylan
For his enthusiasm towards his

learning and for always being up
for a challenge.

Elizabeth
For her positive attitude towards
er work.

Mandarin

Fatima (3A)

For showinA(;/’great 'en?aiemenf in
her Mandarin Tasks.

Aarona (56B)
For beilr\hq sm:foer productive in his
anda

rin learning.

1/2C

Anabia
For showing resilience and
etermination in maths. Even when
things felt tricky, she pushed through
and ended up masferin,g 20 more and

20 less

Elham
For working hard to meet his maths
oal and c%a”enging himself with
adding and subtracting 10 by the end

of the lesson.

4B

For coming to school with a
positive attitude and making good
choices. Keep it up!

Lil
For herfantasficyenfhusiasm and
effort with her book week
costume, well done!

Art

Selah (56B)
For showing creativity and
outstanding skills Wif% her
plasticine picture.

Adriana (3A)
For taking the initiative to put
equipment away and help others
in the art room.

*»
Werr

Dohe
*




Sludodly of The Week

FA

Aaliyah
For doing a great job creating an
AAB pattern necilace in Ma‘?hs.

ell done!

Nyssa
For doing a great job in,your
reading and’using your [etter
sound nowle\%/ge to read new
words. Well donel!

Dina
For applying self-monitorin
sfrategieapa%dgexp;ession Wh‘h%er
reading. Keep it up Dinal

Rossana
For showing fantastic engagement
and focus during our musical
rehearsal. Well done!

SA

Marko
For demonstrating efforts to
strengthen_his division skills using
a variety ofsfraf?\%ies learned. Well
done Marko!

Shrihan

For demonstrating greater
independence and seg[disci line
i

towards finishing his tasks.

Mandarin

Oliver (3A)
For showing excellent engagement
in Mandarin taske

Selah(56B)

For being always responsible and
productive in Mandarin.

Week 6: 25th -29th August 2025

1B

Daanish

For showing excellent
mathematical thinking by linkin

multiplication sentences to repeafed

addition! Keip up the great work!
athima
For her fantastic effort and
improvement jn hér reading.
Fathima has shown excellent
growth in reading high frequency
words. Well donie!

3A

Eric
For showing excellent
mathematicalthinking and
explaining his thought processes
during our p/ace\/a’ue tasks. Well
onel

Elizah
For her consistent focus and effort
in class especially'in her creative
writing and musical rehearsals.

Saad
For his fabulous sentence

describing'a number pattern in
aths.

Hania
For always being a kind and
helpful member of our class.

1/2C

leya
For his persistence and enthusiasm
during musical practice. Keep up
the great work!

Setayesh
For her fantastic engagement and
commitment during musical
practice. Well done!

4B

Mahdia
For her vast improvements to her
reading and comprehension skills.
Keep it up!

Mehdi
For demonstratin% skills and
improvement with his narrative
writing. Well done!

Art

Devansh (1B)
For his focus during Art and
creativity in his plaksficme and clay
work.

KEEP
the 900




Sludodly of The Week

FA

Maddie

For doing a great job segmenting

words dunngvour reading activities.

done!

Husnaa
For consistently showing kindness
to her peers when she can see that
they need help. You are such a
greaf friend to others. Well done!

20

David
For his growing confi tdence with
his ma s sfra egies and solving
worded lems more
mdependenfl_\/ Great work!

For up/evelhng her Wrmng and

oral responses with descrllphve

words and using context clues to

show strong comprehens:on Well
onel!

SA

Bekir
For demonsfrahng consistent
e orf and stea _ypro gress in
eve OPI % his mu flphcatlve skills
Mathematics. Well done!

Zubidullah
For demonstraﬂng kindness and
prow ing support to his eers,
com‘r/ uting to a positive
classroom enwronmem‘

Week 7: Ist -5th September 2025

1B

Thomas
For increasing his confidence in
identifying ways to make and

rename 1git num ers’ Keep up

th egrea work Thomas!

Alejo
For increasing his comprehension
of stories bg showing wonder ul
expression urmg gu: ed reading

groups. Welldone Alejo!

3A

Kahtana
For her focus and engagement in
our Maths tasks and assessment.
wesome effort!

Luka
For consistently bemg a good role

del'to h
o el ool i ool S

5/68B

Amina
For always putﬂng in greaf e}ffort
and determination to complete her
work.

Isaac
For always contributing to class
discussions, especially in Maths.

1/2C

For domg great%ob help mg the
prep students wit thelr readin
done!

Emma
For showing kindness to your
peers in the classroom and

playground Well done Emmal

4B

Kaydence
For her consistent focus and e%m
uring our musical rehearsals. Well
onel

Jack
For his progress with his
inferential undersfandm m our
In‘eracy tasks. Keep I

Mandarin

Donia (Pre )
For demonstrating exce llent effort
on Mandarin tasks.

ang (4B)
For tryllwg f\{;s best to finish all
andarin tas s



Everyone will ;ﬁﬁ, *g#.. '5#'...

when we all follow our “Matrix of Expectations.”

Let's just

)

Protecting yourself and

Looking after yoursell and

wpectiul

Looking after people and

others making good choices property
We keap ouw hands and feat to ‘W retum equipment to its dghthul Wa share school property.
oUrsedvag, ploce, Wea wear tha comact school uniborrn.
We use property and furniture forits | Wie put rubibish in the comect bins. We taike fums.
comect purpose, We beap all our belongings in ther We use please, thank you and
ALL SETTINGS Wﬂﬁmnhmm g comect ploce, EXCUSE Me.
We tell o stoff member if something | We follow instrections from staff. We sk before fouching others”
B Wrong. ‘We wail quietly when lining vo. bclonongs.
We sfay in designaied areas. ‘We ask for help when needed. Wa fransifion quistly during leaming
‘W admit cur mistakes. tirmes.

Ve lat other oult the door balone

entering.

We give othern privacy.

We close the door when in use.

We uze toiets for their comect

TOILETS We wash cur honds with scop. We flush the tolet. puUTpOse
We report problems fo o staff ‘We leave when finished. We ore quiet.
member, We wait our fum.
We get permission bafore ‘We have ouwr took and We are guet dunng independent
LEARNING | We walkinside. We are on fime. We allow others to stay on fosk.
AREAS We rerman propery seated We complete our work on fme. We wait our fum fo speal.
during leaming fimes, We stay on task fo reach our
goals.
We use the comact doors. ‘We bring one peron only with us | We wait unfill the first oid adult
We listen to office slaff. 1o fist aid. wnvites us in.
OFFICE We sgn in and outl, when we are | We sign cur mobie phone in and | We enter the office quistly.
lale or leaving eary. out. We wiait aur furm,
We return fo class strasght away. | We place all paymenis and forms
in the post box.
We walk on ramps. We move fo the Module os soon | We discuss, ogree o and follow
We stay in the comect play areas. | as fhe musc starls. the rules of the game.
PLAY AREAS | | We leave sticks, rocks and stones | We ask the yard duty teacher for | We occept or deciine politely
OUTDOORS on the grownd. hubirmdad, : athen’ playing choices,
We bring our equipment and
belongings in affer play.
We only use sites on Bookmarks, | We adhere to the ICT wser We remove cur earbuds when
We use our own log in delals. agrearment. the teacher & giving instruclions.
We keep our passwords prvate, | We camry our Chromebook as ‘We half-close the id when the
ICT We walk with owr Chromebook. | insfructed. teacher it speaking.
We retumn ocwr Cheomebook fo the | We keep our hands off the
charging area. kevboord when the teochers

£&, JAMES COOK PRIMARY SCHOOL

K ;m-e-ﬁ Gﬂﬂlé_
Prirmury fchasl

MATRIX OF EXPECTATIONS

Our goal is to build successful and responsible learners, in a
safe and respectiul environment.




WANNA ROCK AT JAMES COOK?

COME LEARN AN INSTRUMENT WITH THE
IROCK TEAM TODAY!

PRICES START FROM $25° PER LESSOR
OR CALL US ON 1-3000-IROCK |
WANT TO FIND OUR MORE ABOUT WHAT WE D07 |

"W.IRQCKHUSICSCHOOL;COH.AU |
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"$25 EXLUDES GST
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